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COURTESY HONOLULU ACADEMY OF ARTS

COURTESY ELIZABETH CURTIS

ARTafterDARK begins its 2010 season with the usual party fixtures of DJs and cuisine. One of the specialties this month is photographic portraits
by Elizabeth Curtis, artist-in-residence at the Honolulu Academy of Arts, like the one at right of Sylvia Rapoza.

&Y Jllen osHiRo

lletin.com

It seem like an odd fit at
first orian portraiture as part
of p at “Mad for Modern,”
the ARTafterDARK for

201
ulu Academy of Arts’
party is themed; this
built around the mu-
ring show, “From
Whistler to Warhol: Modernism on
Paper,” and the event's other en-
tertainment easily fits the bill: a

academy staffer Aaron Padilla, ex-
plaining how in the recent past the
medium seemed outmoded. “But
today, social networking sites are
relying on portraits again.”

Curtis will shoot portraits of at-
tendees in the Banyan Courtyard;
interested groups of up to five peo-
ple can sign up at the museum en-
trance.

As the old adage goes, “The
more things change, the more they
stay the same.”

BUT CURTIS didn't necessarily
approach the topic from that angle.

Her intention with the project, ti-
tled “The Visitors,” is to explore
the conventions of portraiture and
how they influence the way we
look at ourselves.

“Portraits have a big effect on
how people view their own iden-
tity,” she said. “There are a lot of
Images on television and in maga-
zines that (touch upon themes of)
preferred body type, or clothing,

or attitudes.

“I want people to think about
how they view themselves.”

Curtis referenced Victorian por-
traiture with her props — velvet
plush chairs and a couch, Oriental
rugs and curtains — and “pre-
scribed” poses, which call for
straight faces.

It wasn’t that people were more
somber in Victorian times; rather,
cameras were such that “if the face
moved, the photo was blurry,” Cur-
tis said.

When the Kodak Brownie cam-
era was invented, it led to the “Ko-
dak smile.”

“Now we think it's standard to
smile for the camera. Popular cul-
ture has adopted this,” she said.

Curtis has printed and hung a
collection of her portraits at the
academy, where they serve as part
of the artwork on display. She also
posts pictures on her Web site,
www.elizabethrcurtis.com, where
she’s created a blog for comments.

This is perhaps the closest mod-  residence said Curtis'

emn version of the function photo-  ect has been “a ﬁm‘uldmua:::
graphs played in the social fiber of — It’s surpassing expectations *

the Victorian era. The academy instituted four

“It was usual for the portraits to Mmmm‘hhﬁ-

be put in an album, and it was a third) since being agrant

form of entertainment to show visi- &mntbeﬁrthmaudugm |
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poem, as a way of communication.” suchCurushasw As ‘
Moreover, the images served as With visi.

a way of connecting people, long
before the advent of dating sites.
“That's how people got mar-

ried,” said Curtis. “A man would
see a face he found attractive and
pursue the woman.”

SO FAR, Curtis has taken pic-
tures of more than 40 groups of
people at the academy.

“It's been busy so it's good,” she
said. “Some people came prepared
with different outfits and had
poses in mind.”

Padilla, who oversees the artistin-
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‘ARTAFTERDARK'
>> Where: Honolulu Acad-

>>When: 6to9 p.m. today

>> Cost: $10 (free for acad-
emy members)

>> Info: 532-8724 or
www.artafterdark org

2010 Schecule:

>> March 26: “Noruz,” a
celebration of Persian
New Year

>> April 30: “Camelot,” a
tribute to the iconic
Kennedy Cape Cod .
lifestyle of yore.

>> May 28: “About Face,
Forward March!” —a
shout-out to Memorial
Day, with an ambience
that evokes the Andrews
Sisters and “From Here to
Eternity”

>> June 25: “Bali H.igh,-
spotlighting the exhibi-
tion “Four Thousand
Years of Southeast Asian
Art”

>> July 30: “Plaza del Toro,”
a Spanish night that pays
tribute to Pamplona'’s
running of the bulls, with
focus on Sanit Khewhok's
Catherine EB. Cox Award
exhibit.

>> Aug. 2T: “The Wonder
Years," art through the
eyes of a child.

>> Sept. 24: “Silk Road,”
featuring Chinese snuff
bottles and a fashion
show of Tori Richard's
new line.

>> Oct. 29: “Seven Deadly
Sins,” a spotlight on
Halloween

COURTESY ELIZABETH CURTIS

Curtis can shoot up to five people at once for her project, which will continue at the academy through Sunday The folks in this shot, taken
at the museum’s Asian garden, are, from left: Kang Minjung, Jan Hyojin, Kang Jee-hee, Lee Seungjin and Jung Ji-young.

The Honolulu Academy of Arts’monthly party
Ricks off 2010 with a look at modernism
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